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sonal affairs, but even, it is said, the most serious state
matters ?
One can hardly help being struct by the similarity
in the fortunes of Philippe, and of Raspoutine a little
later, with the role played in French high society at the
close of the eighteenth century by quacks and mesmer-
ists of the same class. It seems as if a mysterious law of
history worked the same result in these two instances,
a century apart, decreeing that, upon the approach of
a great revolutionary crisis, a society verging upon dis-
memberment must needs take refuge in the supernatural
and the marvellous. It is true that Philippe was an
impostor of the most inferior order, and can hardly be
classed with a Count of St. Germain, a Saint Martin,
or even a Cagliostro; but the origin of their success
is the same, and the influence of the "Comtepour rire"*
over the Landgrave of Hesse, of the " Unknown Philo-
sopher "f over the Duchesse de Bourbon, or of Joseph
BalsamoJ over the Cardinal de Bourbon, does not differ
from the control of Nizier Vachol, alias Philippe, over
the Emperor and Empress of Russia.
Philippe's stay at the Court of Russia was of short
duration and had no particularly serious consequences.
The butcher's boy of Lyons appears to have had only
pecuniary gains in view, and never sought to put his
influence to the uses of a Court cabal or a political
intrigue. His death left a place free for a much more
formidable person, Grigori Raspoutine, who contributed
materially to the downfall of the Romanoff dynasty and
the dismemberment of the Russian Empire.
* Name applied by Voltaire to the Comte de Saint Germain.
t This was wioat Louis Claude de Saint Martin called himself,
f The real name of